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SUBJ: ANTIGUA OPPOSITION LEADER ON BASE NEGOTIATIONS 

UNCLASSIFIED 

1 . LEADER OF THE ANTIGUA OPPOSITION PROGRESSIVE LABOUR MOVE- 
MEN, GEORGE WALTER, TOLD A PUBLIC MEETING IN ST.IOHN'S 

ON lUNE 20 THAT IF THE OPPOSITION WAS NOT REPRESENTED AT THE 
BASE RENEWAL NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE USG, IT WOULD NOT EEEL BOUND 
TO HONOR ANY AGREEMENT REACHED. 

2. WALTER'S CITICISM OF THE GOVT OE PREMIER VERB BIRD, 

SR., IN THE NEGOTIATIONS, HOWEVER, WAS THAT BIRD AND HIS 
RULING ANTIGUA LABOUR PARTY WERE TRYING "TO MILK MILLIONS OF 
DOLLARS FROM THE U.S." AND THAT SUCH EXCESSIVE 

PRESSURE MIGHT LEAD TO A CLOSING OF THE BASES AND A LOSS 
OF JOBS FOR ANTIGUANS. WALTER ALSO ADDED THAT THE BASES WERE 
NOT ONLY IN THE INTERESTS OE THE US BUT WERE ALSO FOR ANTIGUA'S 
SAFETY. END UNCLASSIFIED, BEGIN LIMITED OEFICIAL USE. 

3. COMMENT: AT FIRST GLANCE, WALTER'S WARNING THAT THE OPPOSI- 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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TION WILL NOT NECESSARILY BE BOUND BY ANY AGREEMENT 
REACHED BETWEEN THE USG AND THE BIRD GOVT WOULD 
SEEM TO BE A CAUSE FOR CONCERN. HOWEVER, HIS ADDITION ALL 
STATEMENTS THAT BIRD'S TOUGHNESS MAY BE ENDANGERING THE 
FUTURE OF THE BASES INDICATES THE OPPOSITION REMAINS 
PRO-BASE RENEWAL AND WILL HAVE NO SERIOUS ARGUMENT WITH 
FINAL LEASE ARRANGEMENTS. IN ADDITION, THE BIRD 
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GOVT HOLDS AN 11 TO 6 ADVANTAGE IN THE ANTIGUAN 
HOUSE OE ASSEMBLY AND IS NOT CONSTITUTIONALLY REQUIRED 
TO EACE THE ELECTORATE AGAIN UNTIL FEBRUARY 1981. END 
COMMENT. 
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